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were non-official; under the Bill the minimum would
be -S and the, maximum 20. The Council of Bengal
consisted at present of 12 nominated members, of whom
one-third were non-official; under the bill the number
would be increased to 20. The Council of the Xorth-
Western Provinces at present consisted of 9
nominated members, of whom also one-third must be
non-official; under the Bill they would be raised to
15. The object of these additions was easily stated and
would be as easily understood. It was simply, by
extending the area of selection in each case, to add to
the strength and representative character of the
Councils.. . .
*                *               #               #
Every year most fortunately the number of native
gentlemen who were  both  qualified  and willing to Increasing
take part in the work of government was increasing, cafeaaty
and every year the advantage of their co-operation in<iesireof
government   increased   in   the   same   ratio.     More Indians to
especially in the case of the Provincial Councils had it*akePart
lilt                 ff        i                               j m govern-
been thought that more effectual means were wanted ment
to  reinforce in  those Councils unofficial and  native
opinion.   The Government believed that the moderate
extension of the numbers which they proposed would
have the effect which they contemplated, and at the
same   time   would   be   compatible   with   efficiency.
Coming   to the   concluding question,   the mode in
which those additional members were to be appointed,
he noticed that the km. member for North Manchester
had on the paper an amendment declaring that no
reform of the Indian Councils which did not embody
the elective principle would prove satisfactory.   But
the Bill, he had to point out, did not exclude some
such principle, be the method election, or selection, or Question of
delegation, or whatever particular phrase they liked to I^tro<iucm5
employ.......                                 '                                  principle
Lord Kimberley himself had elsewhere, in an earlier
stage of this Bill, expressed himself with reference to
this clause1- as follows:
1 Sub-section 4, Clause 1,